
Strathcona Community Council
Virtual Executive On Zoom

May 17, 2021

Meeting Minutes
 (Revised with Addendum)

Present on Zoom: Jason Morse (President), Michael-Allan Marion (Secretary), Terry MacDougall (Treasurer), Pa-
trick Byrne (Communications Officer), Chris Erl, Denise Minardi, Dominic Sorbara.

Regrets: Ian Borsuk (Vice-President), Rosemary Baptista.

Guests: Councillor Maureen Wilson, Sgt. Asim Butt

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7 pm.

5)  Councillor Update:

(Councillor Wilson received agreement from executive members for her to deliver her customary Update at the be-
ginning of the meeting because she had another pressing commitment).

The councillor reported that today, at Public Works, a motion was passed to move ahead with the funding for the ac-
cessible items to be added to the playground at Victoria Park.

Background: Some concerns were raised by members of the community using the park, that it didn’t have enough
accessible features. The Engage Hamilton platform was used to put out some items that were specific to the accessi-
bility community. The community was asked to vote on it. The results were received, and the items that received the
most votes were in receipt of the funding.

She also reported that Council on Wednesday passed it’s approval for the addition of two storeys for the hotel at the
corner of Queen and King Streets. The application as of the last number of months ago, decided to split the applica-
tion in two, so the hotel portion being Phase One, and the multi-residential portion being Phase Two. She reported
that she was not aware of when that second portion of Phase Two is coming on-board, but that she will keep us ap-
prised.

Jason M. asked the councillor about with stacked units development at the corner of George and Pearl streets (196
George Street). She reported that there were twelve units, some three bedroom units, and the parking was at one
space per unit. She said that it is a huge win as few private developers are offering family sized units. It was passed
at the city’s last planning committee meeting.

The other property further east on George Street was a successful application within the Rapid Housing Initiative
stream, which as the name suggests is very rapid. It’s money put out by the federal government. This project is
going to be geared to women and their children. She believes that property has been vacant for about two years.

The address is 137 George and it qualified for and received federal government funding under their “Rapid
Housing Initiative” (RHI) This property and housing development is owned and operated by Options for Inde-
pendent Living and Development (OFILD). They  have operated quality housing with supports for individuals in
our community for over 50 years. With the federal RHI money,  OFILD will be able to offer 6 new units with a
total of 15 beds (three, 3-bedroom and three two-bedroom units) to the OFILD community and the greater Ha-
milton area.   

The 137 George Street project brings to Hamilton:
6 high quality, energy efficient housing units, which will exceed the energy efficiency standards in the 2015
National Energy Code
Deeply affordable rents at 30% of tenant’s total household income
Housing for predominately women on the By-Name-Priority-List, addressing Hamilton’s housing goal - to



end homelessness
Pilot of Modular affordable construction to the City of Hamilton
Utilizes local companies and  labour markets of Hamilton to deliver the modular project in partnership ISpan
and Walter’s Steel
Project will lead to the equivalent of two full time positions, to provide the supports to individuals in the
OFILD community

Note: The portion in bold italics was added post meeting from a clarification e-mail from Councillor Wilson

Chris E. said he was concerned about the disappearance of Carsharing lots. “A lot of us are choosing to use car shar-
ing as a sustainable transportation option,” he said. He noted something he read in The Spectator that we’ve lost
some locations. Coucillor Wilson reported that she believes they are piloting a few new locations in Wards One,
Two and Three. She promised to get back with more details on this matter. She also stated that she supports Car-
share.

There was also a question from Terry asking Maureen to explain what is The Hamilton Community Benefits Net-
work. She reported that she wasn’t aware if they receive any city funding. Coucillor Wilson stated that it’s a com-
mittee that investigates ways of maximizing benefits for the community when infrastructure changes are proposed -
in terms of jobs, in terms of procurement, in terms of public space beautification, in terms of providing affordible
housing, in terms of job skills creation opportunities, in partnership with the college and retraining programs... The
local person, who she believes is head of The Hamilton Community Benefits Network is Carl Andrus. They work in
partnership with the entities, who are at the table seeking to realize those bebefits.

Michael M. told Councillor Wilson he appreciated her defence of the interests of Strathcona residents and the
Strathcona Secondary Plan in the debate at the planning committee meeting.

Councillor Wilson left the meeting at 7:10 pm.

1) Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:11 pm with Chris E. in the Chair.
Quarum was met!

2) Changes to Agenda: 
There was a request from Ian B. about a motion to invite guests from the Hamilton Community Benefits Network
to address The Executive at our next meeting.

Approval of Agenda: 

    Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Terry M., that the agenda be approved with one addition.
Carried.

3) Land Acknowledgement: We take this time to recognize that Stathcona is situated upon the traditional territory of
the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Mississaugua and Haudenosaunee. This land is
shared between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Anishinabee Nations as ac-
knowledged in The Dish with One Spoon Wampum Belt. The Wampum uses the sym-
bolism of a dish to represent the territory, and one spoon to represent that the people
are to share the resources of the land, and only take what they need.

4) Approval of April’s Minutes:

Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Patrick B., that the minutes of the April 19,
2021 virtual Executive meeting be approved.

Point of Order: Terry M. pointed out that he was disqualified from voting constitutionally, and he questioned whe-
ther we still possessed Quarum to vote on the minutes. The issue on the matter of Quarum was still
not clear. The chair held the vote.

Carried with Terry M. disqualified from voting, due to his absence at the April 19th

meeting, and Dominic S. dissenting.



6) Crime Manager’s Report:

Hamilton Police Sgt. Asim Butt delivered a statistical report of crime incidents investigated and charges laid in
Strathcona during the past month. He did not answer a direct question from Terry M. about the seemingly in-
crease in weapons related crime in the city.

7)  President’s Report:

Jason M. reported that in an email to him, Jessica Aird has resigned from the Executive as a member at large,
but would like to participate in events as they arise. He noted that there are now 10 members on the executive.
He noted that Rosemary B. sent her regrets at not being able to attend the May meeting, but she indicated she
wants to remain on the Executive.

Jason said he would like to open up participation on the new ad hoc committees to SCC members outside the
Executive. Chris E. suggested that a September launch be done. An update will be provided at the next meeting.

Terry M. raised the issue of vacant positions on the exexutive, and stated that we should be informing the gener-
al membership, so interested members could join.
Terry M. asked Jason why Rosemary B. is being considered a member of the council, as he believes that she is
not residing in the Strathcona neighbourhood; thereby, not constitutionally eligible. There was no clear answer.

Motion: Moved by Jason M., seconded by Patrick, that the President’s Report be received.

Carried.

8) Treasurer’s Report:

  Terry M. said it was as wrong as could be, that the mistakes in the minutes were not corrected as requested, and
that something he reported in a previous report was incorrectly recorded and not changed. He stated that the min-
utes being correct is important, especially when dealing with financial issues.

  He also referred to a series of monthly financial reports he prepared over the past six months and were submit-
ted to the executive by e-mail for a mid term review by the executive.

  Terry also stated that the exact wording of the motions should be included in the minutes. By doing this there
would not be any misinterpritation of what we actually voted for.

Motion: Moved by Terry M., seconded by Patrick B., that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.

Carried.

9 a) Motion to add a third signatory to our bank account:

Motion to Add a Third Signatory on Our Bank Account

Whereas our Constitution states;
“The Council shall have three signing authorities (signatories) for
financial transactions, with two signatories required for any finan-
cial transaction.”

Be it Resolved that;
a. a third signatory is added for financial transactions,
b. and the third signatory is to be The Vice-President of The Council,
c. and The Treasurer must always be one of the signatories, unless exigent cicum-

stances exist, and unless The Tresurer is unavailable at that moment to perform



his/her duties,
d. and in the event of the exigent circumstances stated in “part c”, The Executive

must vote to allow The President, or The Vice-President to assume the role of
Treasurer as mentioned in “part c”. Such a vote must be passed by fifty percent
plus one, or greater, of  The Executive members,

e. and a sperate vote is required for each action taken relating to “parts c and d”,
f. and any changes resulting from this motion, be presented at the next AGM, to be

incorperated into The Constitution.

Moved by Terry M., seconded by Michael M, to approve the resolution.

Carried unanimously.

9 b)    Ian B. forwarded a motion to be passed at this meeting. Councilor Wilson gave us a brief description of The
Hamilton Community Benefits Network’s mandate in her report.

Motion

   We as The Strathcona Community Council Executive invite one of the representative staff of The Hamilton Com-
munity Benefits Network to make a short presentation to us about how we can join The Network if we wish.

Moved by Terry M., seconded by Patrick B.

Carried unanimously.

10)  New Business: (None)

11)   Updates to The Executive:

Update by Chris E. from our inaugural Policy and Advocacy Committee:

Direction of the Sub-committee

 It’s about undertaking research and developing policies, communication with The Executive and the councillor,
prepare presentations if necessary, and providing evidence and fact based solutions.

 We came up with a few issues that we thought were important within the neighbourhood. These are the issues with;

1) - housing affordability and rent issues.
2) - people expieriencing homelessness, arterial roads specifically focused on King. Main, York, Queen, Dundurn,

and the hwy. - the big roads and how they create barriers in the neighbourhood.
3) - our ongoing discussions about Victoria Park, it’s changes, and the way that it’s used by the community.
4) - transit and transportation, and how much emphasis we’re putting on cycling infrastructure, buses, things like

Carshare and traffic, as well as how our arterial roads are often used by large trucks.
5) - urban wildlife, and how that affects pets...
6) - our waterways, depending on the cartographer, the boundries of Strathcona are in some cases, Chedoke Creek,

Cootes Paradise and the bay. These are waterways of which we all need to be the stewards.
7) - native species, our tree canopy and our invasive species affecting people’s property values.
8) - land usage, the way that we’re using our land in Strathcona, and that ties into the discussion of urban boundry.

Should the bounries be expanded, should we be focusing more on brown fields, green fields and other kinds of
developement, and who ends up paying for sprall; It’s folks in established neighbourhoods like ours.

 The goal is to come up with white papers, or working papers - different policy adjacent documents. If an issue arri-
ses we can pull out a document and say look we’ve done some research on this issue. We can work with the council,
or work with other groups.



Point of Information: (Denise M.) Has there been an update on The Hamilton Truck Route Master Plan Review?

Nobody seemed to know. Jason M. committed to contacting Councillor Wilson about this
matter.

Point of Information: (Denise M.) Who so far have joined each of the new sub-committees.

Jason M. committed to updating his list.

Point of Information: (Michael M.) Is it possible for him to join The Policy and Advocacy Sub-committee?

Answer: Yes (Chris E.)

11) Adjournment:

Moved by Jason M, seconded by Terry M., that the meeting be adjourned.

Carried unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm.

The next meeting will be on June 21.


