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Strathcona Community Council
Virtual Executive Meeting

On Zoom
April 19, 2021

Meeting Minutes
(Draft)

Present on Zoom: Jason Morse (President), Ian Borsuk (Vice-President), Michael-Allan Marion
(Secretary), Patrick Byrne (Media Officer), Chris Erl, Chris Penner, Dominic Sorbara, Denise
Minardi, Councillor Maureen Wilson, Sgt. Asim Butt

1)  Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:03 pm with Chris E. in the Chair.

2) Approval of Agenda: There were no changes to the agenda.

Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Patrick B., that the agenda be approved.

Carried unanimously.

3)  Land Acknowledgement:
The Chair read an acknowledgement that the meeting was being held on the traditional lands of
the Wyandot, Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples.

4) Minutes of Previous Executive Meetings:

A) Minutes of March 15, 2021 Executive Meeting

Motion: Moved by Ian B., seconded by Patrick B., that the minutes of the March 15, 2021 virtual
Executive meeting be approved.

Carried with Dominic S. in opposition.

B) Minutes of February 22, 2021 Executive meeting

Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Patrick B., that the minutes of the February 22,
2021 virtual Executive meeting be approved.

Carried.

5) Councillor Update:
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Councillor Maureen Wilson provided an update on the progress of Hamilton’s Safety and
Well-Being Plan. That’s the plan under the province’s Safer Ontario Act, meant to ensure all
residents in the community feel safe, have a sense of belonging and can meet their needs for
education, healthcare, food, housing, income and social and cultural expression. The program is
taking public feedback until April 30, 2021. Residents can post, read and like feedback on the
plan’s priorities on the Engage Hamilton project page. Or call 905-546-2424, ext. 3526 to
answer survey questions.

The councillor also gave an update on the Victoria Park features survey, which has ended. The
survey ran from February 16 to March 19. There was a virtual public meeting on the spray pad
replacement on February 18. Results from both will be made available.

She also said the native species giveaway has had the result that all trees have been given out
but there might be another chance in the early autumn.

Councillor Wilson noted that the Ontario government made an announcement on the past
Friday that all public parks were closed, as well as escarpment stairs. Although the government
backed off on parks accessibility, the city had to follow up on the stairs. It was determined the
government will allow the stairs to be open for essential travel only. Councillor Wilson said that
she was happy the stairs were deemed infrastructure and can we used for essential travel.

Councillor Wilson left the meeting at 7:23 pm.

6) Update from Hamilton Police Service Crime Manager:
Sgt. Asim Butt delivered a verbal statistical report on incident responses and sent a written one.

7) President’s Report:
Jason M. reported that after the March executive meeting he called three executive members at
large - Jessica Aird, Chris White and Rosemary Baptista - to enquire why they had not been
attending meetings. Jessica A. said she realized she had not been attending meetings but had
not made up her mind about whether she would continue on the executive. Rosemary B. said
she recently had time commitments that kept her from attending meetings, but she fully intends
to remain on the executive. She also said she had de t regrets for two missed meetings. Chris
W. said he is far too busy with the demands of his business and felt he had to resign.

Jason M. noted the Facebook administrator is now Ian B. instead of Jessica A.

Jason also reported that we still do not know the Login and password for the Twitter account. He
is making enquires of past members

Jason M. reported that a letter has been sent to Shoppers Drug Mart detailing neighbourhood
concerns about the deteriorating condition of vacant and boarded up houses around a plaza at

Your Neighbourhood Association: serving the residents of Strathcona



King and Dundurn North streets. He noted the letter was sent in accordance with a resolution
passed in the March executive meeting.
Dominic S. said he thought the letter should have been presented to the general membership
for approval in accordance with the SCC constitution and bylaws.
Jason M. said he considered the matter a judgment call and that we did vote on it at the last
meeting. He further noted the issue was not a Strathcona-wide one and there was no opposition
in Executive discussions during the past two meetings.
Ian B. said Dominic is correct about the constitution but we need to rewrite the bylaws here to
improve the wording.

Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Ian B., that the President’s Report be approved.
Carried.

8)  Treasurer’s Report:
There was no Treasurer’s Report because the Treasurer was absent from the meeting.

9)  Business:
Denise M. reported that Vrancor and its consultant GSP have applied for an amendment under
the Urban Hamilton Official Plan (UHOP) for approval to add two floors to the hotel component
of its hotel/apartment development near Queen Street and King Street West.
The action is before the city’s planning committee on May 4. She noted that this is the second
time the developer has sought to add floors to the hotel development proposal. The
development was first approved for six floors then an increase to 10 floors was sought, and now
12.
The developer is not proceeding for now on a proposed amendment to the second apartment
building component, to increase the number of floors from the already approved six to 25.

10) Updates from Executive:
Ian B. Reported that the transit riders committee forum is changing to bi-weekly going forward.
He supplied a link: https://www.facebook.com/events/462200108540230.

Dominic S. said to Jason M. and the group that what Jason did via email to Terry re Terry’s
change requests to the March minutes was not right. He argued no one has the right to block
someone’s requests for amendments to the minutes. Everyone in the group has the right to put
through changes to the minutes as long as they are valid and legitimate. Dominic also asked
why Jason does not reply to his emails. Jason replied that he did not want to get caught up in
long email threads, but he does read all emails. Ian B. said he looked at the emails and did not
understand the comments., but felt they were not important enough to discuss. He said he has
never been in a group that spends so much time debating the minutes. He considered it a
tempest in a teapot.
Dominic said he would prefer to return to the procedure for approving the minutes of executive
meetings, in which the Secretary circulates a draft for comment, then after two weeks submits a
revised draft which is deemed approved and posted on the website. He said he did not like the
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abrupt change to the Secretary circulating a draft, then collecting revisions and presenting a
final draft for approval at the next meeting.

Jason enquired about the new subcommittees. He wanted to know if anyone would like to join
any of the groups. He noted that Michael M. And Patrick B. have signed up for the
Communications group and Chris E. is in Policy and Advocacy. Denise M. offered to volunteer
Governance and Communications. Ian will volunteer for Governance/Advocacy and
Communications.

11) Adjournment:

Motion: Moved by Ian B., seconded by Chris E. that the meeting be adjourned.

Carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.
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