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On Zoom
March 15, 2021

Meeting Minutes

Present on Zoom: Jason Morse (President), Michael-Allan Marion (Secretary), Terry
MacDougall (Treasurer), Patrick Byrne (Media Officer), Chris Erl, Denise Minardi, Dominic
Sorbara, Coun. Maureen Wilson.

1) Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. Jason M. turned the Chair over to Chris
E. at 7:07 pm.

2) Agenda: Jason M. reported that Hamilton Police Crime Manager Asim Butt could not
attend the meeting as earmarked in the agenda but sent a report of policing activities and
statistics.

Moved by Denise M., seconded by Michael M., that the agenda be adopted with that change
noted.

Carried.

3) The Chair read a land acknowledgement that the meeting was being held on the
traditional territory of the Wyandot, Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples.

4) Minutes of the last Executive meeting:
Moved by Michael M., seconded by Patrick B., that the minutes of the February 22, 2021
Executive meeting be approved.
Michael M. agreed to a suggestion from the President that the motion be withdrawn after
Michael M. pointed out that a last-minute, one-sentence addition had been made to the draft
minutes at the request of the President as they were being posted on the website and some
members did not have an opportunity to review the alteration.
The website posting was withdrawn and the draft minutes have been recirculated for
approval at the April meeting.

5) Councillor Maureen Wilson update:
Coun. Maureen W. reported that the city budget was finalized last wee. Hamilton
homeowners could be facing a 2.1-per-cent tax increase, or about $105 hike for the average
homeowner.

She also mentioned a Placemaking Grant currently being offered to residents.
She discussed a survey of playground equipment for Victoria Park, including the spraypad.
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She also said she met with the supervisor of public works-roads re: re the new development
planned for the bottom of Locke Street North.
The councillor also talked about the redeployment of city services , including the need to
shorten the operating hours of all library branches.
Terry M. asked questions about people handling people who need COVID-19 vaccinations
who have severely deteriorated immune systems. There is also a problem that not all people
aged 60 to 64 are getting called for vaccinations.
The councillor expressed sympathy for those caught in that  situation. She said the provincial
government is in charge of the vaccine rollout. That government targeted three communities
for a pilot distribution to 60- to 64-year-olds: Windsor, Toronto and Kingston. Hamilton is not
on the list.
Upon a question from Denise M., the councillor gave an update on the contentious Vrancor
development project, where the developer now wants to divide it into two parts,   Vrancor
and planner GSP group want to proceed to final approval for the hotel first, with approval
ofthe multi-residential component to come later. She said there will be no planned  future
community consultation regarding the Vrancor development.

6) President’s Report:
Jason M.referred executive members to the Crime Manager’s report forwarded by Const.
Asim Butt because he could not give a presentation in person. The president asked
members to read the report and said a request will be made for a new meeting date for a
presentation.
Jason M. suggested the SCC consider adopting a general post office address for the
president for the organization so that mail would go to whoever is serving in that position,
regardless of any change; or use mailchimp. He said mail sometimes doesn’t get to where it
should because the sending party is unaware of a change of person in a position. He said he
looked into the price and discovered it would cost about $200 per year.
He suggested that a plan could be developed to handle changeover positions at every
annual general meeting.
Terry M. noted that when he went to the bank to change over banking and signing
information on the SCC’s current account that there past letters that were sent to an address
on Dundurn Street but no one seemed to know who it was.

Motion: Moved by Jason M., seconded by Patrick B., that the President’s Report be
approved.

Carried.

7) Treasurer’s Report:
Terry M. Reported that he has gone to the bank to update the account and said he found
some confusion over the new state of affairs, but sorted it out.
He said there has been no activity concerning the account.
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Option: Moved by Terry M., seconded by Patrick B., that the Treasurer’s Report be
approved.

Carried.

8) Business:
A.  Michael M. introduced the following resolution pursuant to a notice of motion he
announced at the February executive meeting.

Motion: Moved by Michael M., seconded by Jason M.:
Whereas Shoppers Drug Mart Corp. (later purchased by Loblaw Cos.) acquired several
properties in the King Street West, Dundurn Street North and Head Street block for the
purpose of expanding a plaza at King and Dundurn streets and have failed to move forward
in its development proposal; and
Whereas the development proposal has lingered for more than a decade with vacant and
increasingly derelict houses on Dundurn Street across from Hunt Street and on Head Street;
and
Whereas the said vacant houses on Dundurn and Headhave attracted rodents, people who
have tried to occupy them, and with increasing graffiti and tagging; and
Whereas individuals in the immediate community are finding  it unsafe to walk to and from
work in the neighbouring plaza;
Be it resolved that the Strathcona Community Council asks the SCC President to write a
letter to the owner expressing its concern for the safety of the neighbourhood and implores
the owner of the properties to take steps to ensure the safety to neighbours of the buildings
and demolish any structures that impair their safety;
And be it resolved that a copy of the letter be sent to Councillor  sureness Wilson;
And be it further resolved that the SCC Executive solicit form letters from neighbours
concerned about the buildings and their safety.

Carried.

Michael M. said he brought forward the resolution after several neighbours in the Dundurn,
Hunt and Head streets area repeatedly brought forward their complaints about boarded up
homes that are descending into disrepair, particularly two vacant and boarded up houses at
22 and 24 Dundurn North, that are covered with graffiti and tagging, and have attracted
individuals who break in or attempt to occupy them and litter the area. The owner is slow to
shovel the sidewalk or declines to do it altogether, rendering the sidewalk unsafe for
passage. He talked about an elderly woman who tried after a recent snowfall to push her
walker along the sidewalk through the snow and fell trying to get to the Fortino’s grocery
store. She was not injured, but frightened for her safety.
He also spoke of people who work at establishments in the plaza and are afraid to walk to
and from work past the two houses because of the people they attract and the unsightly
condition of the properties.
On the south side of Head Street are five houses that are vacant and deteriorating.
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The neighbours on the north side are angry that the vacant homes have attracted rodents
and people trying to break in for shelter. Sometimes people have ripped boards off the
houses and taken them to another place where they build makeshift shelters.
They want the owner to manage the properties responsibly and tear some down, particularly
those that were slated for demolition in the developer’s plan.
Jason M. wondered if residents could register their concerns by email.
Councillor Wilson said Stephanie Hilson, her community engagement and strategic initiatives
manager, did some digging and discovered that the properties are listed under different
companies but have the same address. She also said there’re is a Vacant Homes Tax that
city council may pass. Toronto did that

Chris E. mentioned the possibility of people using Google.com to send a forceful but respectful
letter of their concerns.
Terry M. suggested a gentler approach might be a better option.
Councillor Wilson noted that there are several vacant buildings in Hamilton. She noted one on
Kent Street that sold well above the asking price despite being in deplorable condition. Others
have been found to be boarded up but occupied with later consequences.
“The fact is don’t know how many vacant homes there are in Hamilton,” she said.
She noted a discussion in February about the problem with a report due back in June.
She also said the current state of affairs at King, Dundurn and Head is partly due to the limbo
created by the stoppage of the LRT project.

Jason M. Took over the Chair from Chris E.

B. Chris E. moved a revised motion from the February meeting about the establishment of a
committee system to channel the organization’s business.

Motion: Moved by Chris E., seconded by Patrick B., that a system of ad hoc committees be
established to guide the SCC’s work. The committees are as follows:

Policies
Events
Governance
Communications

Carried.

Chris E. said the committees must ensure the executive is aware of and has control of each
committee’s activities and does not move in a way that executive is unaware of.
The ad hoc committees will expire at the next AGM to be replaced with permanent standing
committees if necessary.
“I’m quite keen to get rolling on this,” Chris E. said.
Jason M. said he supportedTerry M.’S technical concerns but supports the overall initiative.
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9) New Business:
There was no new business.

10) Adjournment:
Moved by Michael M., seconded by Denise M., that the meeting be adjourned.

Carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 pm.

The next meeting is on April 19, 2021.
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