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Strathcona Community Council 

Virtual Executive Meeting 
On Zoom 

January 18, 2021 
  

Meeting Minutes 
 
  
Present: Jason Morse (President), Ian Borsuk (Vice-President), Michael-Allan Marion 
(Secretary), Terry MacDougall (Treasurer), Patrick Byrne (Media Officer), Dominic Sorbara, 
Denise Minardi, Chris Penner, Maureen Wilson (City Councillor), Stephanie Hilson 
  
1) Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 7 pm. 
  
2) Councillor Update: 
  
Coun. Wilson reported that possession of a development property on Queen Street North will 
shortly occur. A tour will be set up as soon as the COVID-19 restrictions have passed. 
  
The date and details for a pending discussion session on the Victoria Park splash pad will be 
announced shortly. A pavilion will also be added. 
  
Coun. Wilson said she had no new information for an update on an ongoing Vrancor 
development at Queen and King. 
  
She noted that there will be a meeting of city council’s general issues committee on February 8 
at 8 pm. She said it is an opportunity for valuable conversation. 
  
She gave an update on her work concerning intersection upgrades. 
  
She also reported that Ward 1 has a new crime manager - Asim Butt. 
  
Coun. Wilson responded to questions from Michael M. about complaints from the 
neighbourhood concerning a failed development proposal on Dundurn Street North and King 
Street West that has left residents to deal with increasingly derelict, boarded up houses on 
Dundurn and Head streets. People are breaking into the houses, spreading litter, shopping carts 
full of personal effects and other debris around the properties. There are animals in most of the 
houses. Recently there was an encampment between two houses on Dundurn at the Hunt Street 
intersection that city officials removed and the property owner cleaned up the mess. What 
permanent solution can be found?  
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Coun. Wilson said the city is well aware of the situation and responds to property standards 
complaints when they arise but a permanent solution is difficult when the properties are privately 
owned. 
  
Terry M. asked how the city is handling the growing problem of encampments with compassion. 
“It’s not nice living on the street.” Coun. Wilson said the problem is a long time on the making 
through a convergence of several factors. She also said there are no new answers or solutions. 
  
Jason M. said volunteers are needed for the ice rink in Victoria Park. 
  
There was discussion about the minutes from the 2020 annual general meeting. Michael M. said 
he will forward them to be posted as draft minutes on the website, for approval at the next AGM. 
  
3) Treasurer’s Financial Update: 
Terry M. presented documents showing the SCC’s latest financial position. The documents show 
the savings account has a balance of $1,085.05 with no recent transactions. Petty cash stands at 
$385.00. 
Terry M. said a raft of financial records has accumulated going back several years, many of 
which are no longer needed. He asked for permission to destroy all documents more than five 
years old. 
Dominic S. disagreed. He said there weren’t that many and he did believe it wise to destroy 
them. 
  
Motion: Moved by Terry M., seconded by Michael M., that the Treasurer be allowed to destroy 
financial records more than five years old. 
                Carried by a majority with Dominic S. dissenting.  
  
4) Forum:  
Size of executive: It was noted that the executive has one too many “members at large” elected at 
the last AGM. Dominic S. noted that happened once before and it was decided to increase the 
number in the constitution in the 2019 AGM, but it was forgotten in the 2020 AGM. The 
suggested solution was to have the change made now and have it ratified in the next AGM. 
Jason M. said there is a need to review the constitution and review the SCC’s mission statement. 
Ian B. and Chris E. said committees should be streamlined.  
Chris E. and Jason M. proposed that SCC goals could be achieved more effectively using 
subcommittees. Potential subcommittee categories, broadly, are advocacy, events and 
governance. A proposal and motion will be presented will be presented at the February executive 
meeting. 
  
5) Communications: 
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Jason M. said the executive is not being very transparent with the community about what the 
SCC is doing. More communication is needed. 
Patrick B. will take over posting the minutes and other items on the website. 
  
6) Superintendent’s Advisory Committee:  
Jason M. brought up the subject of SAC police meetings. Any action was tabled until the 
February meeting to gain more information. 
  
7) Adjournment: 
Motion: Moved by Jason M., seconded by Terry M., that the meeting be adjourned.  
Carried unanimously. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 pm. 
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