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 Strathcona Community Council 

Virtual Executive Meeting On Zoom 
October 19, 2020 

 
 
Present: Jessica Aird (President), Michael-Allan Marion (Secretary), Terry MacDougall, Chris 
Penner, Jason Morse, Chris White, Coun. Maureen Wilson, Stephanie Hilson, Chris Skrzek. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7 pm 
 
Presentation by Coun. Maureen Wilson: Maureen reported her activities since the Public 
Information Centre (PIC) on the ongoing Hamilton Truck Route Masterplan Review. She said 
she had a discussion with project manager Omar Shams on the way forward since the PIC. 
Engage Hamilton was to put the most recent PIC and a subsequent one on the website. A 
technical advisory omitted will work three or four alternative route systems and is expected to 
have a report by the end of November. There will also be a public consultation round focussing 
on the results of the last PIC and the three or four chosen alternatives. She said a date has not 
been decided yet but hopefully before the end of the year. 
 
Maureen said council will shortly start the 2021 budget process and welcomed Ward 1 public 
participation. She also said some Ward 1 monies are devoted to renew Victoria Pool, and also 
to the construction of a pavilion for people to gather under in Victoria Park. And some Ward 1 
monies have been devoted to a multimodal study about bike paths and intersection lighting. 
Maureen also recalled a project to improve the York Boulevard corridor that was supplemental 
to the LRT project, but was caught in “the LRT fiasco.” She said she is still working on other 
ways to get the York Boulevard project to move forward and will continue to update SCC. 
 
Terry brought up a perimeter road project for large trucks that was abandoned decades ago. 
Although many were sceptical about revisiting it, he suggested it might be feasible now. It could 
be the subject of a future meeting. 
 
Truck Route Masterplan Review survey: Jessica and Chris Skrzek reported on the results of the 
survey and what was done with them. Jessica recapped that the SCC issued a draft statement 
for the truck masterplan review to members to canvass their opinion before sending it on to City 
Hall. The statement says: 
 
“The Strathcona Community Council supports the removal of designated truck routes from the 
Strathcona neighbourhood (including York Blvd., King St., Main St., Queen St. And Dundurn St. 
N.) and furthermore from the whole of Downtown Hamilton. Currently, the majority of trucks 
through our neighbourhood and the downtown are not making local deliveries, but rather are 
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cutting through between Highway 403 and the industrial areas of Burlington St. And the Port of 
Hamilton. This has detrimental impacts on the quality of life of the residents of our 
neighbourhood and the quality of shared spaces and the civic amenities of the Downtown. We 
request that the City change its Truck Route Masterplan to allow only trucks making local 
deliveries, and of a limited size and weight, in Strathcona and the Downtown. 
Truck traffic originating or ending in the vicinity of Burlington  St.  and the Port should be 
required to use Burlington St. to access the local highway network, and not be permitted to cut 
through the Downtown or Strathcona.” 
 
Jessica reported that the survey had the following results: There were 105 records with 62 
people voting “yes”, 5 voting “no” and 2 with no answer. There were an additional 36 people 
who accessed the survey but either had trouble because of a link mixup or just closed the 
screen, or had some other kind of issue. These “not completed/not displayed”. 
Chris Skrzek said lots of people went on the link but didn’t bother to complete it or vote. He said 
they could be considered abstentions. 
Jessica said in any event, 59 per cent voted yes, and the statement was sent to the Truck 
Route Masterplan team and Coun. Wilson’s office. 
 
Holding an SCC annual general meeting: Jessica said it must be a virtual event due to 
COVID-19. Chris Skrzek said Zoom could be used. It can handle up to 350 people, and people 
can al phone in. 
Jessica reminded the executive that her second term as president is coming to an end, and 
other the constitution she must relinquish the position. The executive will form a slate to present 
to the AGM, but nominations can also be put forward from the floor. Chris Penner agreed to 
consider a request to stand for president.  Michael agreed to a request to stand again for 
secretary. Terry agreed to be an executive member at large again. The slate will be completed 
before the AGM. 
 
Adjournment: The Meeting was adjourned at 8:09 pm. 
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