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SCC Executive Meeting: Monday, April 15, 2019 
Location: Erskine Presbyterian Church 
 
Attendees:  

Jessica Aird SCC, President Chair 

Dominic Sorbara SCC, executive member at large  

Thomas Bernacki SCC, Secretary  

Roy Raghavan SCC, executive member at large  

Chris White SCC, Treasurer  

 
 
Guests: 

Stephanie Hilson Community Engagement & 
Strategic Initiatives Advisor, 
Ward 1 

On behalf of Ward 1 Councillor 
Maureen Wilson 

Sgt. Dave Brewster Hamilton Police Services West-end crime manager 

 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
Last month’s minutes – minutes finalized by email and uploaded to website. 
 
Changes/Additional items to be added to agenda: 
 
No changes. 
 
 
Item 1: Updates from Sgt. Brewster 
 
Stats presented between March 18 through April 15. 

- 0 robberies 
- 0 B&E 
- 12 mischief to auto 

o All involved rummaging through contents 
o 7 smashed windows on March 25/26 

 This person was arrested after, and the events stopped, however… 
o 4 more just happened on night of April 12/13. Smashed windows. No suspect 

yet. 
o Slashed tires on night of April 12/13. 
o Questions from Dominic and Jessica – what happens to the individual arrested? 

Sgt. Brewster: Will be held, may be released on bail (may depend on priors, etc.). 
Will then face charges. May be difficult to convict since it may be difficult to 
connect the individual to a series of events – perhaps can connect to one, but 

http://www.facebook.com/strathconacommunitycouncil
http://www.twitter.com/hamiltonscc


 
 

 

 
 
Your Neighbourhood Association: serving the residents of Strathcona 
 

even if a string of events happen in a row, there may be no evidence connecting 
all the events to the specific individual. For example, sometimes only change is 
taken from a car, and nothing specific to an individual crime. Further, the 
punishment will vary depending on previous convictions. There is no 
straightforward easy answer. 

- 2 Stolen autos reported. 1 recovered (owner forgot where they left it). 1 recovered in 
Guelph. 

 
Sgt. Brewster departs. 
 
 
Item 2: updates from Councillor’s Office 
 
Stephanie Hilson provides updates. 
 
Re: Pearl and George St. development: 
Stacked townhouse development. Developers reached out to councillor’s office and SCC to try 
to arrange to hold a neighbourhood meeting. 
Discussion between SCC executive and Stephanie. Clarified that SCC is not specifically being 
asked to arrange meeting – developers are only looking for input on best way to facilitate. SCC 
is happy to help. Potentially suitable dates, times and locations are what they are looking for. 
 
Exec discusses – May 27 selected as potentially good date, following that June 3 as a backup 
would work. Community meetings have been successful with a 7-9 pm timeframe. Erskine 
Presbyterian is an excellent location – they have held many community events there and 
they’ve always gone well. Would suggest that as a location. 
Stephanie clarifies that the developer would like to do a sit-down presentation, Q/A, with poster 
boards and comment forms (not just a drop-in open house). 
ACTION: Tom to connect Stephanie with Erskine Presbyterian contact person (Cam) to 
continue making arrangements for public meeting. 
SCC has no specific role at this time – will wait to hear back re: public meeting, and SCC can 
help send out notifications via SCC email list, Facebook, etc. 
 
Re: King/Queen/Market development: 
No updates. 
 
Re: Truck Routes: 
Terms of reference are changing as a result of the initial meeting. Following from Vision Zero, 
“best place to raise a child”, etc., the terms of reference will better address the needs of 
residents and safety. More funding will be allocated for more public consultation. 
 
Discussion regarding letter from SCC in respect of truck routes. For example, Central, Beasley, 
and other neighbourhood associations sent in letters supporting the removal of truck routes from 
Central Hamilton neighbourhoods. Question asked of Stephanie: would it make sense if the 
SCC penned such a letter, is it timely right now? Stephanie answers yes – the process is only 
beginning, whatever input neighbourhoods provide would be considered by staff. 
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SCC exec discussion – would need to reach out to membership to ensure we have a mandate 
to make such a statement, in accordance with SCC constitutional requirements. 
 
Further general discussion between all members of the executive and Stephanie regarding truck 
routes, Fluke Transport, Ron Foxcroft letter to the editor in Spec. 
 
Re: Barton/Tiffany: 
Stephanie summarizes the zoning changes that have been made following recent council vote. 
There is an opportunity to oppose the zoning bylaws that are changing. Have to request the 
opportunity to present appeal by May 2, file request with clerk. $300 cost for notice of appeal. 
Jessica states that North End Neighbours will be appealing. No other appellants are known. 
 
Stephanie describes that next opportunity to provide specific comments regarding the 
development would be at the site plan approval stage, whenever that may come (nothing in 
progress yet). Right now it is only the potential to appeal the zoning changes facilitating the use 
of the site as a film studio.  
Executive discussion: executive does not oppose the zoning change, nor has the SCC received 
formal feedback opposing the use of the site as film studio. Only exception is Dominic, who 
opposes the use of the site for anything other than it remaining open space in some form. 
 
Additional comments provided by Dominic by email after the meeting: “Dominic states that there 
would be far better use for the land if it were left for community uses such as a Park, or future 
school, or future Sports (Hockey) Arena, or even an urban forest, and or perhaps even simply 
adding some houses along the north side of Barton street.  We really have no real decent park 
in the downtown core.  To which Thomas and Chris replied we have the Central Park there, and 
Dominic replied that this is not much of a park.  Dominic states he feels the City would be far 
better off even if they just held onto the property for future public use, since it is very valuable 
land.  It is very rare that a City owns so much land close to the downtown core.  There are 
plenty of sites throughout the City that would be suitable to build a film studio.” 
 
Dominic discusses with Stephanie regarding parking at the King/Queen/Market development, 
and general neighbourhood parking concerns. 
 
Re: cycling and pedestrian crossing at Napier/Queen: 
Councillor Wilson and Stephanie Hilson are working with various groups in City Hall to get the 
pedestrian/cycling crossing to happen. PBAC dollars are available from previous year’s votes, 
and they just need to find out which group can action the crossing first – the cycling staff, or the 
traffic staff. They will be meeting soon to finalize. 
 
Stephanie departs. 
 
 
Item 3: Gift for Cam/Erskine 
 
Thank you cards and gifts provided to Cam and Erskine in the amounts of $50 and $100 
respectively, as voted on and approved in previous meeting. Cards placed in church office. 
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Item 4: Easter Egg Hunt – final preparations 
 
Discussion regarding final items for the Easter Egg Hunt. Cleanup to start at 9:30 AM – agreed 
by exec.  
Send out another email to SCC list for volunteers and donations. ACTION: Jessica. 
 
Dominic: will be ready with coffee from Tim Hortons at 9:30 AM. No confirmation yet with Glen 
on whether or not he’ll be able to help with arts and crafts before the hunt. Tom offers to bring 
sidewalk chalk at least if Glen can’t. 
 
Ages: will have kids less than 5 in the butterfly garden area. Kids 5 and older will be in the main 
park area. 
Dominic – will need to remember to make an announcement that the chocolate isn’t specifically 
nut-free. He will also need to remember to thank all the volunteers and businesses and 
individuals that donated. 
 
Dominic asked about mileage – can he submit for the mileage? NAS has offered to cover our 
costs – he can submit them there. 
 
Discussion re: timing. Decided to do the two age groups at the same time. Will have people to 
“police” the little kids area to keep bigger kids out. 
 
Dominic – further discussion re: flyers and posters – he will try to cover more areas. He thinks 
more posters should be put up. Tom said some did get ripped down already. 
 
Additional comments provided by Dominic by email after the meeting: “Dominic states he will 
also try to get a PA system for the event.  He also adds that we need to arrive at 9:30 am to 
help clean up any litter in the park.  We need more volunteers.  Dominic asks Jessica if she can 
put an email out for volunteers in the neighbourhood, and she agrees to this.  He also asks 
Jessica to send an email out for donations, but Jessica does not want to do this.  She feels it is 
better to ask for donations during the event.  Dominic  states we need put the donation box out, 
and Chris states he will give the box to Jessica.  Thomas asks Jessica if she can be in charge of 
donations for the event, and she agrees.” 
 
 
Item 5: Team Up to Clean Up – debrief 
 
Tom debriefs on clean up. Approximately 40 attendees. Attendance perhaps slightly down from 
last year, but way higher than years preceding. Large amount of trash collected. 
 
Mustard Seed Co-op location as cleanup HQ was again excellent. They provided coffee to 
cleanup volunteers. This year city staff were able to pick up trash, rather than using the Mustard 
Seed’s commercial trash bin. For next year we should do the same. 
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Forest area around Dundurn Park was noted as an area of concern. Worth considering doing a 
targeted cleanup in that area alone, and involve City/Museum in coordinating. Area around 
Cathedral was also noted as area of concern. 
 
 
Next meeting: 
Normally we meet on the third Monday of the month. Next Monday is Victoria Day. Discussion 
re: best alternative date: executive decides on Tuesday, May 21. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM 


