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Your Neighbourhood Association: serving the residents of Strathcona 
 

SCC Executive Meeting: Monday May 28, 2018 
Location: Good Shepherd Square picnic table 
 
Attendees:  

Dominic Sorbara SCC, President  

Ed Castonguay SCC, executive member at large  

Thomas Bernacki SCC, Secretary  

Jessica Aird SCC, Vice President  

Roy Raghavan SCC, executive member at large  

Jason Morse SCC, executive member at large  

 
 
Guests: 

Councillor Aidan Johnson Ward 1 Councillor  

Cindy Stranak Ward 1 Constituency Assistant  

Kevin Romphf Strathcona Neighbourhood 
Watch (working group) 

 

 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM. 
 
Review of agenda: Adding items from Jason Morse re: park trash cans and splash pads. 
 
Last month’s minutes previously approved after 2 week review by email. 
 
 
Item 1: Councillor Johnson Updates 
 
Council recently approved a ban on the sale of bottled water and sugary drinks @ City run 
facilities. 
 
LRT GIC meeting is coming on Thursday. 
 
LRT Technical report is online. Longwood bridge will be totally destroyed and rebuilt. It will have 
bike lanes on both sides, 4 lanes of traffic, 2 of which will carry LRT trains to the train storage 
and maintenance “barns”. Metrolinx money will pay for the bridge, which will be structurally 
unsafe in a few years anyway and would need to be replaced. Investment in our infrastructure. 
 
Trees along LRT route will largely be removed due to LRT construction, however they will get a 
1:1 ecological equivalent, that means more saplings will be planted than trees will be removed. 
Replacement locations will ideally be along corridor but it may not be possible due to new 
infrastructure. May be elsewhere near the corridor. 
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Transportation Master Plan (TMP) will be coming to council in July/August this year. 
 
Next year sidewalks on Locke South will be widened. 
 
Jessica: is there a risk of losing LRT if there is a new premier in Ontario? 
Councillor: yes, there is a real risk. 
 
Jason: was going to be another item, but before Councillor departs, wanted to ask another 
question. What is the timing of the opening of the splash pads? 
Councillor: June 11-23 for the various parks throughout the City. 
Jason: in Toronto they are all on. 
Councillor: All councillors want them on. City staff say they lack the human power to do it. No 
budget for overtime to get it done now, scheduled for later. Council has no appetite for more 
costs for staff overtime right now. 
Jason: going forward can it be rescheduled to be earlier in the year? 
Councillor: council level decision, but we are in a new reality of climate change where summer 
starts earlier. 
Cindy: This year some splash pads will open earlier: Dundas, Pier 4, Gage Park. 
 
Jason: one more question re: garbage/recycling in the park. Why no recycling bins, and can we 
have better trash cans. 
Councillor: no recycling because it was getting contaminated, it never worked. Always just had 
to throw out the recycling. Acknowledges need for more cans. But cost difference is huge – 
there are really cheap green cans, and fancy ones with lids are way more expensive, break and 
require maintenance. There is no money for anything in the City. 
Jason: Should move it up the priority ladder, City should be leading by example on waste.  
Discussion re: taxation, could Ward 1 pay a bit more taxes than other wards to fund better 
waste handling? 
Councillor: bylaws ensure Ward 1 has same tax rate as rest of lower City. Can’t raise taxes just 
for Ward. He would like to do that if he could, he’s not afraid of slightly higher taxes for better 
services, but for example it was proposed recently to have a land transfer tax, and he was the 
only vote in favour. 
However, he may be able to identify if there’s any equipment “laying around” – surplus cans, 
etc., that could be put in the park. 
Dominic: could community facilitate and manage recycling in the park? 
Councillor: no, full stop. Union rules, liability, etc., unacceptable to have the expectation that 
citizens manage garbage collection. 
Jason: reiterates hope for City-wide direction on responsible waste management. 
Ed: can we at least get a few more cans at the park? 
Councillor: yes, they are forthcoming. 
Dominic: requests additional cans for Churchill Park too. 
Councillor requests that Cindy look into getting more cans at Churchill Park. 
 
Tom: Requests feedback on York/Dundurn bike lanes – has not received a clear response as to 
whether the changes are in fact happening. 
Councillor: will look into it. 
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Dominic: Question re: property taxes 
Councillor: Uniform +2.1% city wide. Otherwise relative increase in Ward 1 is because of 
skyrocketing property values in Ward 1. If you object to property assessment, then contact 
MPAC for specific feedback regarding your assessment. 
Roy: when is the LRT construction start date, and what about staging across the city? 
Councillor: 2020 shovels in the ground. The phases and ordering of construction across the 
route is not decided. 
 
Councillor Johnson and Cindy Stranak depart the meeting around 7:45 PM. 
 
 
Items 2 & 3: Sgt. Gill updates, Neighbourhood Watch update 
 
Kevin describes that Sgt. Gill (or other Hamilton Police Services member) will liaise directly with 
Neighbourhood Watch. Now out of SCC’s hands. Neighbourhood Watch will report to SCC. 
Kevin asks about frequency of NW reporting to SCC: on an as-needed basis would be 
reasonable. They can attend whenever they have something of significance to report, or we (the 
SCC) can request their attendance when we have questions or want an update. 
 
Kevin: NW has good presence on Facebook, 70+ members. Requests shout-out again to SCC 
Facebook page to remind folks about the Strathcona NW. The NW has decided against 
implementing a police background check, to reduce barriers to entry. 
 
Roy: asks about NW signage. 
Kevin: don’t know if signage exists anymore. Strathcona will be the City’s only Neighbourhood 
Watch! 
 
Item 4: Clean-up debrief 
 
Tom: 40+ attendees, 20 or so bags of trash, successful event. Will do it again next year, will 
again host at Mustard Seed if possible. Impact of hosting at Mustard Seed is unclear, it seems 
most people heard about the cleanup from posters or flyers anyway. 
 
Item 5: Police awards night debrief 
Item 6: Debrief on Economic Development Our Future Vision 
 
Deferred. 
 
Item 7: LRT cycling lanes update 
 
Tom: still no word from City staff whether the bike lanes on York and Dundurn will in fact need 
to be removed and replaced. Recap of history: LRT EA indicated need to accommodate more 
car traffic westbound on York to Dundurn to highway and Westdale. This would necessitate 
removing bike lanes from Dundurn to expand to two lanes southbound and one northbound. 
Similarly, 3 lanes westbound on York would be needed, necessitating the removal of the bike 
lane there. SCC held neighbourhood meeting with city staff in March 2017 to solicit feedback on 
possible accommodation of the requirement. A possible replacement design was drawn up and 
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presented to cycling community in November 2017. Discussions continued through January 
2018 to facilitate design review meeting. Still not clear that the changes will proceed. Tom is still 
in contact with staff to arrange a neighbourhood design review meeting should the changes be 
required as previously discussed. 
 
Discuss meeting dates – would need 3-4 weeks minimum for arranging the meeting, notice to 
neighbours, posters, etc. 
 
Item 8: Capital purchases sub-committee update 
 
Full update for item deferred to next meeting. But some updates provided by Jessica: Looking 
into cheap places to get AV equipment. Roy: no real other substantive work done though. 
Ed: discussing re: cost benefit of buying vs renting. Cheap is ok, but it needs to be worth it 
considering how often equipment gets used. 
Jessica: discusses use of clubhouse, re: storage. 
Dominic: we have a storage space in the clubhouse. Otherwise use of clubhouse has ridiculous 
fees: insurance for group, plus per-person fees.  Not worth it. 
 
Item 9: Incorporation and liability insurance SCC 
 
Brief discussion of pros/cons to update other members on conclusions of previous meeting. 
Item otherwise deferred to next meeting with Rosemary in attendance, who requested the item 
be discussed. 
 
Item 10: Other items to be discussed 
 
Brief update from Dominic re: email responses in respect of AWCA letter regarding PBAC. 
Responses are all over the map. We won’t have the minimum numbers to support an SCC 
formal response. 
 
 
Deferred agenda items: 

 Subcommittee for purchases for SCC in 2018 

 Police awards night debrief 

 Debrief on Economic Development Our Future Vision 

 Incorporation and liability insurance SCC 
 
 
Next meeting: 
Monday, June 18, 7 PM 
Erskine Presbyterian Church – Tom will arrange venue 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:40 PM 
 


