
SCC Executive Meeting – Tues, Oct. 24th, 2017 

Location: Erskine Church, 19 Pearl st. 

 Minutes: 

Attendance: Celeste, Dominic, Jason, Jessica, Jonathan, Roy, Ryan, Thomas. 
Invited Guest:  Rosemary Baptista. 
Regrets: Franco, Glen, Lee, Cnlr Aidan, Sgt. Gill. 
 
Meeting commenced at 7:07 pm. 
 
Additions/Corrections:  
A. Dominic asks if someone would like to “Chair” the meeting.  Ryan offers. 

B. Rosemary adds an item: Former Mayor Bob Morrow Ceremony on Sat, Nov. 4, 2017 (item 9a). 

C. Ryan adds an item: SCC Logo and branding (item 9b). 

   

Agenda items: 

 

1. Cancelled. 

2. Cancelled. 

 

3. We begin with item# 9a on the agenda.  Rosemary states that she is organizing a ceremony for Bob 

Morrow at City Hall on Sat, Nov. 4, 2017, on the second floor.  Bob will be honoured as a “Citizen if 

the Year”, for Rio De Janeiro, Brazil.  Delegates from Brazil will be attending, as well as local 

politicians.  Bob is currently the Director of the Choir at St. Patrick’s Church, even though he is not 

Catholic.  He is very connected to the Portuguese community in Hamilton, as well as the Mental 

Health Community.  Local celebrity Serena Paton will be attending, and Ricardo Tavares, a man who 

specializes worldwide at building communities and neighborhood associations. 

       Thomas arrives at 7:12 pm, Jessica arrives at 7:19 pm. 
 

4. Discuss item #5 on the agenda.  Dominic states that we should consider changing the SCC name, if 

there is an opportunity to obtain funding.  If one looks at the non-profit groups around the City, 

most are called “Neighbourhood Associations”.  Rosemary states we would become part of a bigger 

network in order to obtain the funding.  Thomas states there are many other smaller 

neighbourhood groups or associations, and Jonathan adds that we are acknowledged by City Hall as 

being the official for Strathcona.  Jason states that it was in the news about a year ago that local 

government was trying to control groups such as the SCC.  Jonathan asks if anyone has any reason to 

want to change our name?  Thomas and Dominic reply “no”.  Celeste states the title 

“neighbourhood association” has a more embracing feel, more familiar.  Ryan agrees. 

 

Jonathan asks Rosemary how she has found out about this?  Rosemary states she lived near Queens 

Key in Toronto, and they had 3 neighbourhood associations.  ACTION: Thomas asks Rosemary to  



let us know about the costs and benefits of the SCC joining the association. How could we benefit, and 

what are the costs?  Rosemary agrees.  Jonathan puts through a motion to grant Rosemary 

permanent guest status so that she can receive/send emails with the executive.  Dominic seconds 

this.  All present are in favour. 

 

Rosemary asks how a BIA would fit into the SCC.  Ryan states we cannot form or deal with a BIA, due 

to our constitution.  Thomas says a BIA could be an invited guest.  Jonathan says BIA’s are governed 

by City rules, and the SCC has no interest because of our constitution.  Rosemary suggests that Mr. 

Tavares could meet with the SCC, to discuss ideas and views re neighborhood associations.  He is 

only here from Oct. 30th to Nov. 7th.  Jason suggests holding the event at City Hall and inviting other 

NA’s.  Thomas agrees and states that we could get Rosemary a list of NA’s.  ACTION: Jonathan asks 

Rosemary to find out what he is going to offer the NA’s, and then advise Cnlr Aidan, and lastly pick a 

date, say Thurs, Nov. 2nd and Nov. 6th.  And let the SCC know thereafter.  

  

5. Discuss item 3 on the agenda.  Jessica states that she had a meeting with Maureen Wilson from The 

Mustard Seed.  Jessica asked Maureen if they could sponsor the SCC for an upcoming event, perhaps 

for the cost of coffee and tea.  Maureen says she will need approval from her Board, and will advise 

Jessica.  Maureen asked about a movie nite, starting this Saturday coming up and Jessica told her we 

would be interested in the future (maybe June).  Jessica asked her what equipment they have? 

 

Maureen asked what can they do for us?  Jessica suggested how about offer to help the Strathcona 

School re food and gardening.  Ryan states his wife goes every year to the School and makes apple 

sauce for the kids and everyone loves it.  You just need proper food handling experience.  So The 

Mustard Seed will look at helping us re future events/sponsorship.  Ryan says we can partner with 

them re doing an event at the School, and this will help the SCC obtain more recognition, 

community awareness and community engagement. 

 

Rosemary exists at 7:43 pm. 

    

6. Discuss item 8.  Jonathan states, as secretary, he will make these changes to the SCC Constitution:  

approval of the minutes clause, changes to Communication Officer role, and use of SCC logo on 

event flyers (see item 9b). 

  

7. Discuss item 6.  Dominic states it would be good to have some pictures on our website, in the 

“Home” page area perhaps.  Thomas says he can add, but it will affect the page.  Thomas pays 

approx. $35/year re web fee.  Celeste asks that Thomas a “Gift in Kind” letter to the SCC so that it is 

on record.  Jonathan states we use Facebook more than the web site, there is much more 

connection with the public.  Ryan says we should just set up a “git hub”.  Thomas suggests using 

“wordpress” to manage all of our data.  Ryan asks if we are using Facebook now for all of our media 

and info releases?  Thomas states “no” we are putting on web site. 

 



Celeste states we should list certain businesses that have sponsored us in the past.  Thomas states 

he will create two groups: (1) Special Members  - Rolly Rockets, AB Best, JC Patissier, and (2) Others 

like Erskine Church, Tim. H. (Dundurn plaza), Fortinos (Dundurn), Fortinos (Mall Rd.), Fortinos (Upper 

James), and Food Basics (Barton and Mary, and Westdale).  Ryan puts motion forward that after 

each AGM, the webmaster will review annually with the executive which businesses have sponsored 

the SCC (for ex.  Year 2017).  Seconded by Jessica.  All present were in favour.  Celeste adds that we 

need to be clear as to what the web site is providing and what Facebook is doing.  Ryan suggest we 

cancel using Twitter since there is no one using it right now.  Jason asks when we use Facebook can 

we not automatically go to Twitter to get it put on there too?  Celeste states use Hoot sweet for this.  

Roy says we have 780 followers on Twitter, and Ryan adds this is our biggest source of digital media.  

Ryan states that over 2 years he answered only (approx.) 2 questions from twitter. 

 

Jason feels there is a lot we can be doing, a lot more to this topic of social media.  So maybe we 

should create a subcommittee.  Ryan and Jonathan state that posters and flyers are our biggest 

advertising tools.  Thomas asks if anyone can do our “Twitter updates” during and or before future 

events?  Roy offers to do this.  Thomas currently handles Facebook and our web site. 

 

Dominic has some more suggestions or changes to state, but since they are “technical”, Dominic will 

email them to Thomas. 

 

8. Agenda Item 7: Dominic will email everyone in the SCC community for volunteers to help clean litter 

in Victoria Park. 

 

9. Discuss item 9b.  Ryan says why the SCC logo was on the “Texas BBQ” flyer.  The executive never 

approved this, and Ryan says a lot of people were not happy with the event.  Dominic states he 

agrees and was surprised as well.  Thomas states that when we are partnering and have a stake in 

an event, then it is ok to use our logo.  Thomas presents a motion: In the future, if we have an 

ownership stake in an event, then our logo can be used on the flyer.  Ryan seconds this.  All present 

were in favour.  Jonathan will add this to the constitution. 

 

10. Discuss item 4 on the agenda, the AGM.  Thomas states that since Erskine was not available for the 

Oct. 30th date, and we could not find another suitable location, and Sgt. Gill would only do either 

Oct. 30 or the AGM, but not both, we have had to cancel the Police Info Nite.   As well, there is less 

than two weeks to prepare for this at this point.  So it is best to merge the Police Info Nite into our 

AGM, as our main topic.  All present seem ok with the idea.  And with time restrictions, it is probably 

best not to include a second event item on the AGM agenda. 

 

So a tentative agenda for the AGM:  1. Cnlr Aidan, 2. AGM duties, 3. Police/Crime Info Session.  

Thomas will confirm with Cnlr Aidan and Sgt. Gill for their time availabilities, as Cnlr Aidan has 

mentioned he wants to be up first.  Ryan will create a flyer/poster.  We will put flyers door to door.  

Dominic to confirm what equipment Erskine has available (ie. screen, laptop, etc.).  Jessica to 

confirm with Maureen to see if they can supply food, coffee and or tea. 



     Next meeting scheduled for Monday, Nov. 20th. 
  
     Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:09 pm. 


