
Strathcona Community Council 
AGM 

Thursday 4 December, 2015 
 
 
Start: 7:15 pm 
 
Names in attendance: Lee Baxter, Ryan Price, Ed Castonguay, Raychyl Whyte, Franco Corty, 
Margarite Martin, Dale Brown (Ward 1 Office), Gail Lorimer, Natercia Joaquim, Nancy Zboch, 
Jill Ditln (?), John McMurray, Marg Oakepea, Dawn Graham, David Keane, Lennox Toppin, 
Celeste Gallant, Jonathan Therien, Dominic Sobara 
 
Jonathan: Introduces himself and thanks everyone in attendance. Notes that the organization has 

a unique year in terms of the committee’s dynamics. Brought up the importance that we 
needed to revisit the constitution and make changes. Introductions of the executive and 
members at large in attendance: President Jonathan, Treasurer Celeste, Rachyl, Dominic, 
Ryan, and Lee (filling in as secretary for the evening) 

 Goes over the agenda for the evening (See attachment) 
 
1. Dominic is introduced and asked to read the minutes from last year’s AGM 

Call for acceptance: Jill motions, David seconds, show of 9 hands: Passed 
 
2. Treasurer’s report: Celeste 
 Gives thanks, tells everyone there are extra copies at the sign in table if they haven’t 

picked up a copy. She took over as interim treasurer in July.  Opening balance Nov 4 
2014: $1210.82   incurred fees $37.27 as of Nov 24 2015 balance $1037.94  (see 
attachment for full breakdown of the numbers) 

 
• Ed suggests that our official physical year should be October-October. Jonathan stated 

that we have no official year, however, having one would make sense. 
• David noted that in regard to the fee structure at RBC perhaps we should look at moving 

the account to a different financial institute. 
• Questions were asked in regard to who had signing authority: Celeste and Jonathan, two 

people need to sign a cheque and or to take out money. We need a third person in case 
one person is unavailable to take out money. 

o Call for acceptance: David motions, Dominic seconds, show of 13 hands: Passed 
 
Jonathan provides a president’s summary of the year:  

• Challenging AGM in 2014; showed people wanted to be involved, but didn’t 
know how, which created tension within the SCC 

• This tension and the negativity created unrest within the members and many 
people resigned (for example: Ed Shaw, Ed, Maggie Steele, Monica Lawinski) 

• This unrest connect to our discussion of the constitution tonight. 
Events: 

• Screen off the Green (Feb 2015 at Strathcona School) to replace the Screen on 
the Green that was cancelled due to weather, was a success 



• 3rd Annual Easter Egg hunt in Victoria Park and Dominic & Kathy Wosely 
(Strathcona Neighbourhood Network) ran the hunt at the parkette on Oxford 
Street  

• Ice rink 2015 was a great success. Rolly Rockets gave a donation of two ice 
hockey nets 

• 7th annual screen on the Green had low attendance due to the rain, but people 
brought tarps and ropes and built a canopy. Rolly Rockets, Hamilton 
Association for Rec & Redevelopment (HARR) attended. HARR brought 
cupcake, popcorn & water. 

• Put together a forum on developments in our neighbourhood.  Had three major 
developments: Barton Condo buildings part of the Harbour West; King & 
Queen (developer did not attend nor respond to our invitation); redevelopment 
on Main between Margaret & Strathconca, a large residential with 
commercial, we had 50 people from the community in attendance 

 
Question: What is the follow-up on the developments? 
Jonathan: Commercial high-rise, split commercial and residential. Unfortunately Mt. St. Vincent 

was taken down without notification. Vrancor did not attend our forum.  We were aware 
that an application for demolition was approved by city staff however we were not given 
a date. 

Dale: We will send updates.  If you’re on the list you will receive these updates. No application 
for development at Queen and Main has been submitted as of yet. 

 
Question: What is going on with the Vic Park Café? 
Jonathan: Non-profit in co-op with city and Hellenistic Society.  The Hellenistic Society were to 

run it, the city helped by putting capital funding into the building. The café was open for 
a while, but they were unable to sustain it and now it is closed. It’s an empty space.  

 
Questions: What can it be used for? 
Dale: City staff are evaluating the space. There is interest by groups. One is to use the space as a 

community/seniors space. Staff is deciding how to use the space. 
 
Jonathan: Update from Councillor Johnson. Regrets he could not attend, as he had to participate 
in a budget committee meeting to make quorum. He has sent an update (see attachment) 
(Jonathan reads from Aidan’s update note):  
  

• LRT planning is under-way, thanks to a grant of $1 billion from the Province.  
The route will start at McMaster on Main West, cross over Cathedral Park on a 
ramp bridge, and then proceed through Strathcona on King. The Strathcona 
stops will be at Dundurn and Queen. We are working to put the LRT lines 
down the middle of King, rather than close to the side-walk, so as to reduce the 
amount of competition between cars and LRT at drive-ways and intersections.  
This will permit a faster LRT.  

• We are building a spur line for LRT down James, to LIUNA station, to connect 



with the GO trains there. If funds permit, we will extend the LRT line all the 
way down James, past LIUNA, to the water. On the King line, LRT ends at 
Queenston Traffic Circle in the east. 

• Ward 1 Participatory Budgeting is underway for 2016. Details will soon be 
shared. Re: how and when to submit your ideas, and how and when to 
participate in our planned community meetings for PB idea development and 
consultation. 

 
David M. resigned to participate on the budget committee. 
Question: I wanted to be part of the committee but missed the deadline, can I still be part of the 

process? 
Dale: The committee has met a few times to develop timeline dates, subcommittees to help.  Just 

email me about your interest and you can sit on one of the subcommittees. 
Question: What hours of the LRT?   
Dale: doesn’t know 
Question: Dundurn King, Shoppers Drug Mart.  What is going on there? When is it going to 

happen? 
Dale: Still waiting, permits haven’t been approved. Still don’t have all building permits applied 

for demolition, but not permit yet. 
 
Dale says she needs to leave; she is thanked for attending. 
 
Jonathan: there are snacks at the back if anyone wants anything; they are left over from the 
year’s events. 
 
Moving on to the Constitution: 
  
The main issue at dispute this evening is how we represent and interact within the 

neighbourhood. 
Prior to 2015 we have never needed to refer to the Constitution and we had no problems amongst 

members. However, during last years AGM we acknowledged that we needed to go over 
the Constitution and make some amendments. At dispute was membership and procedure 
with voting. Tonight we need to define membership and who can vote and how we vote. 
Then we can move forward and finish revamping the Constitution.   

 
Issue at hand in regard to the Constitution: if you don’t have a copy of the two Constitutions, 

there are copies on the sign-in table. We can then all look at the points in question and 
discuss what changes need to be made. Jonathan will moderate and write down our 
points. 

 
We need to begin with membership, voting, and rules of procedure. 
  
Membership: define boundaries must be a resident within these boundaries (Queen, Main Street, 

403, down to Waterfront) 
Question: Refer to business owners, definition reads that residence is secondary 



Ed: What is a voting member? We need to distinguish area we’re serving and those doing the 
work. Active member can join or not exercise this right. 
 
Jonathan: 

• Who do we serve and how do we define ourselves?  How do we communicate with the 
neighbourhood? 

 
Ryan: I take issue with all of it.  No need to restrict age, business owners – they have the BIA. 

The focus should be on who lives within the defined area. 
 
Jonathan: Neighbourhood serves the neighbours; focus is on residency. (Jonathan has 
synthesized what other members of the groups have been discussing). 
 
Residents are people we (SCC) serve. 
 
Who’s voting and participating: 

• Boundaries we draw our membership from this defined area—community is the primary 
residents 

• Territory, Boundaries:  
• Membership: how we distinguish members, who gets to vote 
• Meetings should be open to anyone 
• Voting at these meeting is for those who are members 
• To be a member you must be registered, can’t vote in abstention (this was addressed at 

last year’s AGM) 
 
Dominic: People have to be physically here to vote 
 
Ryan: Then we should go with the original Constitution’s definition with a couple of changes. 

Define membership as those whose primary residence is within the boundaries, vote here 
and pay income tax here. 

 
“Membership: All members must reside within the Strathcona geographic boundaries.” (Their 
primary residence is within the defined boundaries, they vote here and pay income tax here.) 
 
Jonathan & Ed: Difference between executive and Membership 
Define terminology: member of the exec. serves the community 

• Inclusive versus exclusive, how often do we need a community wide vote? Not just exec 
include entire community.  Need to include community to participate (through 
community held meetings) 

 
Celeste: There are members of associate—members at large—they have council that represents 

them. Clarification to be addressed to association 
 
David has concerns about boundaries, distinction as community members but not all community 

members want to be involved or sign up to become part of the SCC 
 



Dawn: This is the executive. You need to register as members. Residents speak to who you 
represent, the membership body. You are invited to join or state your part and people 
who represent you. 

• Comes down to registration which is open to whole community 
 

• Ryan: Motion is simple: “Eligibility for membership is residency within the geographic 
boundaries of Strathcona”  
Dominic seconds, 16 hands in favour, motion Passed 

 
Dominic: Voting: distinction SCC voting privileges 
 
2 levels of membership 

• All residents are members 
• SCC members registered 

 
• Executive and community all members as they live within the defined boundaries of the 

Strathcona community 
 David makes the motion, Ed 2nds it, all in favour, Passed 
 
Jonathan: Voting: 
To vote: not everyone can vote 
David: to vote one must be registered.  Do we want to make a fee? $1?  Attend and register? 
 
Jonathan: Concept is one must register in order to vote, you may be asked to be put on the list 

and then you are registered and have voting privileges. 
• Ed: Motion to registered member to vote, Dawn 2nds it, all in favour, Passed 

  
Celeste, question about the AGM: What is the process of registering? 
Jonathan: Will deal with this later. 
 
Jill question: When does a registered member vote without being a member of the executive? 
Jonathan: A registered member only votes at the AGM OR at special meetings that are called. 

We need to address how a person comes to register later. Perhaps a minimum attendance 
number is required in to maintain voting rights. This is something has been discussed 
during executive meetings over the past year. 

 
Jonathan: Now that we have dealt with membership and voting we can move on to voting our 
new executive. 

• Jonathan would like to remain president for one more year, would anyone else 
like to step up to the position? ...  No one steps up.   

o Ed motions vote, Jill 2nds, unanimous, Passed.  Jonathan remains 
President for 2016 

• Celeste would like to be treasurer.  Would anyone else like to step up? … no one 
steps up.   

o Lee motions vote, Dominic 2nds, unanimous, Passed.  Celeste is Treasurer 
for 2016 



• Vice President, would anyone like to step up? Dominic steps up. Motioned, and 
unanimous, Passed.   

o Dominic is Vice President for 2016 
• Secretary: no one steps up.  Lee is asked if she will be interim secretary.  She 

agrees.   
o Motion, 2nd, and unanimous, Passed.  Lee is Interim Secretary for 2016 

• Media Officer: Ryan has stepped up for the position (he has left and is absent for 
the vote).  

o Lee motions, Dominic 2nds, unanimous, Passed.  Ryan is Media Officer 
for 2016 

 
Members at Large: Rachyl, Jason Leach, Jessica, Lee Baxter, Paul Nagy, 
Members at Large who have resigned: Michael Power, David Mc, Connie, Santo 
Members at Large who have not responded: Christine Goler, Ann Levigne, Jen Dawson, Mark 
Fenton 
 
Jonathan: Would like to thank everyone for coming and assisting in the beginning of making 
amendments to the Constitution. This was a very productive meeting! Thank you to everyone for 
your participation! With that meeting is adjourned.   
 
Finished at (9:20 pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report Attachment 
 
 

 Treasurer Report  
Summary of the financial transactions for the Strathcona Community Council for the period of 
November 4/14 to November 24/15.  
 
Opening Bank Balance on November 4/14   $1210.82  
Total Bank Fees during this time period    $    37.27  
Total Interest during this time period     $      0.29  
Total Deposits during this time period     $  518.80  
Total Expenses during this time period     $  783.63  
Closing Bank Balance November 24/15     $1037.94  
 
Summary of Expenses  
Cash Withdrawal         $  20.00  
Easter Eggs           $105.66  
Sheet for Screen on The Green movie     $  45.19  
Concession supplies         $128.93  
Meeting supplies         $    7.77  
School rental fee        $212.29  
Screen on the Green City permit     $263.79  
Total             $783.63  
 
(Expenses that have cleared the bank account during this time period is $654.70, total expenses that 
have not cleared the bank account is $128.93. This combined is the total expenses ($783.63) during the 
time period of November 7/14 to November 24/15)  
 
Summary of Donations/Deposits  
Concession Sales     $288.80  
SCC Community Gardens   $  50.00  
City of Hamilton     $180.00  
Total         $518.80  
 
Cash on hand is $150.00 
 
 
Sign In Sheet, Names and Contact 
Lee Baxter (lbtravellerstune@yahoo.ca); Ryan Price (ryan@ryanprice.net): Ed Castonguay 
(beastaunguay@cogeco); Raychyl Whyte (the_time_machine@gmail.com); Franco Corty (26 
Magill St.); Marguerite Martin (MargueriteMartin@gmail.com); Dale Brown 
(dale.brown@hamilton.ca); Gail Lorimer (bill.lorimer@yahoo.ca); Natercia Joaquim (905 523 
7488); Nancy Zboch (art@nancyzboch.com); Jill Dilton; Marg Oakepea; John McMurray; Dawn 
Graham (dawn_a_graham@hotmail.com); David Keane (keened@monster.ca); Lennox Toppin 
(iamlennox@gmail.com); Celeste Gallant; Jonathan Therien; Dominic Sorbara.  


